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NEWS RELEASE

June 20, 1991
UH PHARMACY SCHOOL REACCREDITED
MISSOULA —
The bachelor's degree program offered by The University of
Montana School of Pharmacy and Allied Health Sciences has been taken
off probation and reaccredited by the American Council on
Pharmaceutical Education.
The council made its decision at a June 8-10 meeting, during
which members reviewed a report by four representatives who visited
UM April 29-May 1.
The evaluation team was satisfied that the state Legislature's
appropriating more than $398,000 for the school over the next two
years "should quickly return the School to a track of progress and
provide for a quality professional program."

Of great importance in

the team's view, the funding will let the school hire more faculty
members.
In its report, the team commended pharmacy Dean David Forbes'
progressive leadership, the substantially strengthened bond between
the school and pharmacists around the state, and the school's renewed
emphasis on student affairs.
Some areas still need improvement, the team concluded.

For

example, it suggested the school alter its administrative structure,
clarify its research mission, expand its drug information center and
more
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put more emphasis on developing students' problem-solving skills.
Forbes attributes the school's reaccreditation to several
factors, including the legislative appropriation and an excellent
self-study by his faculty.
Another factor was UM President George Dennison's "total
commitment to see that the program was going to be appropriately
funded," Forbes says.

"If additional faculty were not going to be

secured, then the program was going to lose accreditation."
During a bus tour of the state last fall, he says, Dennison
repeatedly told Montanans the pharmacy program would be maintained.
The president delivered the same message in his state of the
University address in September.

And in a June 4 letter to the

council, Dennison wrote, "We intend a rational and coherent process
of enhancement and improvement of the Program.

... The faculty has

worked hard to serve the students under very constrained
circumstances.

We now can provide the level of support essential to

a program of the highest quality."
The council put the school on unpublished probation in 1987 and
on published probation in 1988, mainly as a result of insufficient
funding.
The school's next accreditation review will be in 1994-95.

###
Contact:

Dean David Forbes, 243-4621
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